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WWw.gstm.org

School News

Registration

Registration is from December
through 29th online at www.gs
org for both new and returning
students. You are able to apply,
register, and pay for fees and
tuition as well via the website.
Textbooks are listed next to eac
class once you have registered
can be ordered from Amazon.c
or other vendors. Students who
make full payment of fees and
tuition prior to noon on Decem
29th will receive a 5% discount
tuition. GSTM accepts paymen
via PayPal or personal checks
made out to GSTM,; cash paym
cannot be accepted.

School Holidays
Christmas Break: Dec. 20 - 31
Spring Break: March 20 - 29
Summer Break: Begins June 15

Office Hours

The GSTM office is located on
the 2nd floor of the Grace Bible
Church Education Building an
open on Tuesdays and Thursda
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Yt
may contact our Administrator
during these hours or at
gstm43@gmail.com. Our phon
number is (925) 676-1639. Ou
website www.gstm.org contains
a copy of this newsletter,the
GSTM brochure, and the GST
Academic Catalog.
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Isaiah: the Romans of the Old Testament!
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Dr. George Fox
Pastor Emeritus, Grace Bible Church of Pleasant Hill
Instructor, Grace School of Theology & Ministry

What Beethoven is to music, what Shakespeare is to literature, what Plato is to philosophy,
what Einstein is to science, what Michelangelo is to sculpture, that Isaiah is to Old Testament
prophecy. He seems to transcend all his prophetic peers, and thus it seems eminently fitting that
his matchless message should stand as the first of the seventeen prophetical books. Merrill F
Unger opines, “He is the greatest of the Hebrew prophets and orators. For splendor of diction,
brilliance of imagery, versatility and beauty of style, he is unequalled.”?

Isaiah had a long illustrious ministry. According to 1:1 Isaiah ministered “in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.” In fact, Jewish tradition? says that he lived into the
reign of Manasseh, under whom he suffered a horrible martyrdom for resisting that notorious

king’s nefarious ways! He was supposedly placed in a hollowed-out tree trunk and then “sawn
asunder.” It is thought that Heb. 11:37 alludes to this incident.

There is an interesting phenomenon in the structure of Isaiah: it is like a miniature of the
whole Bible. Our English Bible has 66 books; Isaiah 66 chapters. The 66 books of Scripture are
divided into two major sections: the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the
New Testament. Isaiah also has two major divisions: chapters 1 to 39 and chapters 40 to 66. The
Old Testament is primarily concerned with the Old Covenant, the giving of the Law—to whom
it was given, for what purpose, with what blessings for those who obeyed it, and with what dire
consequences upon those who disobeyed. So the first 39 chapters of Isaiah are mainly occupied
with the subject of judgment both on the covenant people because of their disobedience and
rebellion, and on the contiguous Gentile nations. The 27 books of the New Testament are
primarily occupied with the New Covenant and the message of grace and salvation it contains;
so the last 27 chapters of Isaiah are a message of divine grace, comfort, and coming salvation—of
millennial restoration in the coming righteous kingdom of Messiah. While we should not make
too much of this, it is fascinating to note, further, that the last 27 chapters of Isaiah fall into
three sections of nine chapters and that the end of each section closies with a reference to the
fate of the wicked:
* Chapters 40 — 48: The Supremacy (Sovereignty) of Jehovah; ending “There is no
peace...” (Vs. 22).
* Chapters 49 — 57: The Servant (Salvation) of Jehovah; ending “There is no peace...”
(Vs. 21). (continued on page 3)

1 Merrill E Unger, Introductory Guide to the Old Testament, p. 311
2 The non-canonical Ascension of Isaiah states that he was martyred in the reign of Manasseh, who
ascended the throne in 687 B. C.




















